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The Grapevine  

Chaplain & President:   
Revd Hazel Door  Home 
phone: 05 49 87 71 45   
e-mail: Rev.hazel@wanadoo.fr   
   
Vicarage:    
27 rue de Malvoisine,  85110 
St Vincent Sterlanges:   
Vicarage Phone: 02 51 31 23 71   
   
   
    

CONTACTS:   

Churchwarden & Lay Vice-Chairman: 
Doug Green: Phone:  05 49 72 18 46 e-
mail:  greensinfrance@yahoo.co.uk 
Churchwarden:   
Margaret Kent: Phone: 05 49 72 27 72 
e-mail: maguyjelley@gmail.com Lay  
Minister:   
John Ma hews:  Phone: 05 49 
75 29 71, e-mail: 
ma hewsj@wanadoo.fr   
    

Website:   

www.allsaintsvendee.fr   

   
      

   April 2024   

Some quotes about this month:   
   

“April brings the sweet Spring showers,  

On and on for hours and hours!”  

(Michael Flanders and Donald Swan, At the Drop of a Hat, 1960)  
  

   
“Here cometh April again, and as far as I can see the world hath more 
fools in it than ever”.  
    (Charles Lamb, 1775 – 1834)  
  
  
  
  

Cover photo – This view of a Deux-Sèvres field in April 2023 reminded me of the Ukrainian flag.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Grapevine April 2024      

   

   3   

 

4 thought   

  

With thanks to Rev. Hazel  
  

Although just over halfway through March, my thoughts have turned towards April.  The 

predominant social topic for discussion among most of us has been the weather.  (Very 

British???)  

  

I’m sure every one of you is familiar with the saying “April showers bring May flowers”, and my 

first thought was please no more rain!  But then my second thought reminded me that we have 

had two years of drought restrictions because the aquifers were dry.  Here in the commune of 

Linazay, in department 86, the Vienne, there is “ruisseau d’hiver” marked on the map.  This 
winter stream began to flow in November last year, and is still going strong today, adjoining 

fields are flooded, the centre of the village has been inundated twice.  This year the stream has 

been as much as 50 metres wide and flows from Pliboux in the Deux-Sèvres to join the river 
Charente near the market town of Civray.  To date, there are no official figures to show how 

replenished the water table is, but I’m hopeful that it will not lead to any more drought 

restrictions this summer.    

  

Whilst I have not been tempted to build anything as ambitious as an Ark, I was drawn to the Old 

Testament, in particular Genesis 6:5–7.  The current situation in our world today makes sobering 

reading, doesn’t it?  There are so many areas of conflict, with more emerging daily.  But we can 
rely on God’s solemn promise, His covenant, in Genesis 9. vv9-17.    

  

With reference to Saints’ days in the month of April, two, in particular, stand out.  St George, 

patron saint of England, commemorated on the 23rd and St. Mark the evangelist on the 25th.  I’m 
sure we all know the tradition of St. George, but perhaps not much about St. Mark?  

  

According to tradition, St. Mark, also called John Mark, was a cousin of St. Barnabas, an 
influential leader in the early Church and companion of St. Paul on his missionary journeys.   

His house in Jerusalem is believed to be the site of the Last Supper, where Jesus instituted the 

Eucharist, and also the place where the disciples gathered after the Resurrection.   

Christian tradition holds that he was a disciple of Saint Peter.   

The Gospel of Mark is the shortest of the four gospels, with only 16 chapters. It is believed to 
have been written around 65-70 AD.  



   Grapevine April 2024      

   

   4   

Many scholars believe that the Gospel of Mark was the first of gospels to be written, serving as 

the basis for the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.  

He is often represented by a winged lion, symbol of Christ’s royalty and resurrection.   

Saint Mark is considered the founder of the Church in Egypt, specifically the Coptic Orthodox 
Church. He would have been the first bishop of Alexandria, where, according to tradition, he 

suffered martyrdom around AD 68.  

The relics of St. Mark were supposedly taken from Alexandria to Venice in 828 AD and 
deposited in St. Mark’s Basilica, built especially to house them. He became the patron saint of 

Venice, and his figure is closely associated with the city’s history and identity. The winged lion 

of Saint Mark is an iconic symbol of Venice and is found on many of the city’s buildings and 
monuments.  

St. Mark played a crucial role in the young early Church, not only as an evangelist, but also as a 

traveling companion to St. Paul and St. Barnabas on their missions.  

I pray that you may all have a blessed Easter,    Hazel.  

  
     

Prayer List   

   

Please remember in your prayers:   
  

 Jo and Brian       Colin and Hester  
  

Millie-Jean and her parents, Tim & Sharmila  
  
 Maureen        Nel (Mair and John's daughter)  
  
 Pat and Roy       Polly  
  
 Bob and Caroline     Chris and Ann  
   

   
   
   
   

Thanks to David Pearson, as always.  
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Doug Green, Maggie Jelley  
  
  
ANNUAL MEETING (AGM) 2024  
  
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend this years AGM on March 10th where 
last year was reviewed and elections took place for the positions of Churchwardens and 
Council members. We confirm that, as the only nominations, we were re-elected as 
your Churchwardens for another one-year term. The size of a Church Council is 
determined by the number of people on the Electoral Roll. For ASV we can have 6 
Council members who serve for a 3-year term with two members retiring each year. 
This year Jenny Wilkinson and Geoff Kent came to the end of their 3 years but were 
willing to stand again. As there were no other nominations, they were elected to new 
3year terms.  
  
IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR 2025  
  
Two important announcements were made at the AGM which need careful 
consideration in the next 12 months. Firstly our Chaplain, Hazel, reminded everyone 
that her Licence expires in the Summer of 2025. The second point is that Doug has 
made it quite clear that this will be his last year as Churchwarden, and he will not seek 
re-election at next year's AGM. At the moment, All Saints, Vendée is in a healthy 
position financially and spiritually and we hope and pray that it will continue for many 
years but the above points need to be addressed in the next 12 months.  
  
LIONS SOS  
  
Elsewhere in this edition of Grapevine you will see an article about an initiative by the 
Lions Club called Lions SOS. It is such a simple idea but could save someone's life - 
even your own. Please read this article carefully and ask at your Pharmacie for a box.  
We have both collected our boxes !  

ChurchwardensÕ Notes   

   

For April 2024   
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If you need any more details or wish to discuss anything written here, please contact 
us. In the meantime, we hope you remember to alter your clocks for Summer time 
before the extra Service at PDS on Easter Sunday, 31st March.  
  
With love and prayers for a Blessed Eastertide.  
  
Doug and Margaret   
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CHILDRENS' SOCIETY DONATION - THANK YOU  
  
Many thanks to everyone who donated towards the Childrens' Society either via the 
Christingle Candle collection boxes or a donation directly to me.  I converted the money 
into GBP and transferred this to the Society.  I am pleased to report the total was £240 
and shown below is the email acknowledgment I have received.  
  
Again, many thanks  
  
Chris  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

                                         08 March 2024  
  

Thank you for sharing the light of Christingle  
  
Dear Mrs Green,  
  
Thank you so much for your Christingle celebration this year and this amazing donation of  
£240.00 to The Children’s Society.   
  
It’s thanks to the money raised in churches and congregations like All Saints Anglican Church, Vendee that 
we are able to be here for children and young people when they need us most, and we’re so grateful to you 
for standing alongside us. Please extend our thanks to everyone who contributed towards this.   
  
We know how much work goes into organising a Christingle and this year supporters like you have gone to 
extraordinary lengths to celebrate and raise money with us. We are so grateful for all the effort you have put 
into making sure the Christingle tradition continues. It means the world to us and to young people.   
  
Your support really does change lives – together, our volunteers, supporters and campaigners make The 
Children’s Society’s work possible. When you attend a Christingle service, you are standing alongside young 
people and letting them know that a brighter future is possible.   
  
Last year more than 2,000 celebrations raised nearly £600,000 for children and young people. Every penny 
raised at your Christingle helps change lives. You can read more about the impact your support has at 
childrenssociety.org.uk/impact.    
  
Thank you once again for Christingling with us this year to make a difference for children and young people.     
  
Yours sincerely   

 
Andrew Moran  
Head of Supporter Experience  
  
We may contact you by post, and telephone, about how you can support children in crisis by campaigning, 
volunteering or providing financial support. If you do not wish to hear from us, or have a preferred contact 
method, simply let our friendly Supporter Care team know by calling 0300 303 7000 or emailing 
supportercare@childrenssociety.org.uk.  
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Grapevine TreasurerÕs report:   
   

February 2024:   
  

I have sent out the tax rebate forms for 2023 for those who have 
contributed via the Planned Giving Scheme.   You will need to get your 
form dated and stamped by me to validate it with the tax authorities.  
If you have not already done so, please either hand it to me in person 
at the next PdS service, or post it to me with a stamped and 
addressed envelope for me to return it to you.    

  

Income:    1444.00 €          

Expenditure:  505.16 €  

  

We have a positive balance for the month:  + 938.84 €   

Thank you all for your continuing support for ASV.  Financially, we had 
a very good start to the year. The income was augmented by an 
enjoyable February Quiz, and there was little expenditure during the 
month.  

Iain McGregor  
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Sunday Club   

   

"No one will be turned away, everyone is 
welcome   

Calling all children, including holidaymakers, to a end Sunday Club. 
Do please let us know a couple of days in advance, if you'd like to 

come,   
so that we can prepare something special for you."*   

   
Please contact Jenny if you require more informa on: 
email:   
 jennywilkinson213@gmail.com   
   

*There is a Sunday Club Story below :*   
   
   
   
   
   

*The text that follows was submi ed as a rather dark image, so I’m afraid it may 
not be all that easy to read. However, I’m sure it is worth the trouble! (NP).  
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Dates for your Diary  

March – April – May 2024  

March  
2024  

24th  

  

  

PALM SUNDAY   11h  Holy Communion at Puy-de-Serre  

29th  GOOD FRIDAY    

31st  EASTER SUNDAY   11h Holy Communion at Puy-de-Serre 
followed by coffee in the church as the hall is in use.  

    

April  
2024  

  

1st    Easter Monday  

    

    

7th   Sunday   11h  Holy Communion at La Chapelle Palluau  

    

    

14th  Sunday  11h   Holy Communion at Puy-de-Serre  

    

    

21st  Sunday  
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28th  Sunday  11h   Morning Worship at Puy-de-Serre  

    

May  
2024  

  

1st  Wednesday  

    

5th  Sunday  11h  Holy Communion at La Chapelle Palluau  

    

    

12th  Sunday  11h  Holy Communion at Puy-de-Serre  

    

    

19th  Sunday  

    

    

26th  Sunday 11h  Holy Communion at Puy-de-Serre  
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East & West Vendée – Church Service  

Rota   

March – April - May 2024   

If you find you are unable to be at church on “your” day,   
DATE 2024   VENUE TIME  SERVICE  PRESID 

ENT   
PREACHER WORSHIP 

LEADER  
 ORGANIST  INTERCESSOR  

READERS 
  NOTES   

 
  
  

PDS    

   
11.00  

   
HC   

   
HD   

   
HD   

   
JM   

   
AM   

   
JW   

   
CM AC   

 

Sunday  
24th  
March  

   
PALM   

SUNDAY   

                             

Friday  
29th  

March  
   

GOOD   
FRIDAY   

 

   
PDS   

   
11.00  

   
HC   

   
HD   

   
HD   

   
DG   

  
  

   
  CG   

   
MK GK   

 

Sunday  
31st  
March  

   
EASTER   

SUNDAY   

 LCP   11.00   HC   HD   HD   

            

 

Sunday  
7th April     

 PDS   11.00   HC   HD   HD   CG      IMG   AH CH    

Sunday  
14th  
April  

   

                             

Sunday  
21st  
April  

   

 PDS   11.00   Morning  
Worship   

HD   HD   MK      DP   SP GK    

Sunday  
28th  
April  

   

 LCP   11.00   HC   HD   HD   

            

 

Sunday 5th 
May     
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 PDS   11.00   HC   HD   HD   AC      MM   KS BC    

Sunday 12th 
May     

 

                           

 

Sunday 19th 
May    

PENTECOST 

 PDS   11.00   HC   HD   HD   JM   

   

DG   WL JM    

Sunday 26th 
May     

   

…please try to arrange a swap and inform the Worship   

Leader   
   

   

Forward Planning  April  
2024  

   

This Forward Planning Rota displays those essen al responsibili es which make 
our Services and Refreshments a erwards possible.  If you feel able to “fill in the 
blanks,” please contact the Organiser concerned – Jenny (refreshments) or 
Barbara (flowers).   
   

   

Responsibility 
(Organiser)   

14th April  

  Puy de Serre    
11hr00   

28th April   
Puy de Serre   

11hr00   

Refreshments 
a er the 
service (Jenny  
Wilkinson at   
PdS)   

   

Jenny W. and 
Trudy C.  

   

Jenny W. and 
Trudy C.   

Flower Rota   
(Barbara   
Ma hews)   
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Did you know   

PREVIOUS  SERMONS and   

TALKS  can be 
read at:   

www.allsaintsvendee.fr   
   See : John Matthew’s recent Talk

  

    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Danger !  Are we crea ng God in our own image ?     

Are we limi ng God to our own horizons ?   We o en pretend to know what God is 
thinking, and we imagine that God has the same limited view of the Universe as we do, a 
view which has been described as the vanishingly small space around our brains.  

Perhaps we should remind ourselves that our view of God is possibly as 
intellectually challenged as a frog’s view of us.   

Some mes the best answer to a ques on is, « I don’t know ».  

Fortunately for us, we do however have the Gospels to turn to, for the guidance that 
God gave us through Jesus.  And that s ll small voice inside us, Jesus telling us what the 
right thing to do is.  

So when we hear people, ranging from world leaders and religious authori es to people 
around us and social media aficionadas, claiming to know what God is thinking, we have 
to ask ourselves whether their ideas reflect what we know from Scriptures, not always 
easy to understand or interpret, or is it a very personal, limited spin, reflec ng their 
narrow, frog-eyed* view and own objec ves.      (*with apologies to frogs)  
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Jesus, Light of the World  

  
Pain ng by Nathan Greene  

*********************************************************************** 
*******  

Jock, the painter, o en would thin his paint so it would go further. So when 
the Church decided to do some deferred maintenance, Jock was able to 
put in the low bid, and got the job. As always, he thinned his paint way 
down with turpen ne.   

One day while he was up on the scaffolding -- the job almost finished -- he heard a 
horrendous clap of thunder, and the sky opened. The downpour washed the thinned 
paint off the church and knocked Jock off his scaffold and onto the lawn among the 
gravestones and puddles of thinned and worthless paint. Jock knew this was a warning 
from the Almighty, so he got on his knees and cried: “Oh, God! Forgive me! What should 
I do?”   
  
And from the thunder, a mighty voice: “REPAINT! REPAINT! AND THIN NO MORE!”  
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With thanks to Trudy Coates  
  
  

  

Resto du Cœur La Châtaigneraie Bulletin  

Thank you all for your generous donations of food and personal hygiene products which we 
delivered to the Resto du Cœur La Châtaigneraie on 12th March 2024.  

The La Châtaigneraie branch has 68 families on their books and can expect around 30 
service users per session (they are open Tuesdays and Thursdays 14:00 – 16:00). At least  
60% of their service users have children and are lone parents. Refugees include people from 
Syria, the Unkraine, Guinea and South America. The nearest other Restos are in Fontenay Le 
Comte, Chantonnay and Les Herbiers, which, as the volunteer I spoke with pointed out, is a 
long walk away when you’ve got a pushchair, no money and no car.  

The La Châtaigneraie team are really proactive; the volunteers were in Super-U last week 
collecting food and personal hygiene donations from shoppers . They accept donations of 
short-dated goods from the supermarkets. They have got sachets of pet food where the 
boxes have split and the sachets cannot be sold individually. They even have an allotment to 
grow fresh veg to distribute except the wet weather has delayed lifting the potatoes and leeks.   

The volunteers expressed their thanks and gratitude to the congregation of ASV. Every time 
we arrive with a car bootful of donations, they cheerfully pull out a battered old trolley to 
transport the goods and are always pleased and excited as they unpack your donations. As 
many of the congregation have caring and teaching experience, you understand the impact of 
malnutrition on the hippocampus (the centre of memory and learning in the brain). Your 
donations continue to protect the future of children in vulnerable families from hunger and 
illness.  

Donations of rice, pasta, noodles, tinned meat, fish, vegetables and fruit, ready cook sauces 
long life milk, cream and juices, coffee, tinned and packet soups, cereals, biscuits, jam and 
spreads, cooking / olive oil, cat and dog food, condiments…   

Loo roll, sanitary products, nappies, shampoo, bath / shower gel, washing up liquid, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste…  

Mike Mylod will collect the next donations at the service on Sunday 14th April 2024  
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ASV LADIES’ CIRCLE   

   
   

The Ladies’ Circle Mee ng and Sewing Group 
Women’s Fellowship – Ladies’ Group    

Sewing mee ngs are every 1st Thursday of the month and 
Ladies Circle is every 4th Thursday.   

  
New members very welcome!   

Contact jennywilkinson213@gmail.com or  

Joan Stewart jpsmorandiere@outlook.com   

  

These are Your Pages   
   

Remnants  

In spite of difficulties we are still meeting up. Due to road closure at Linda’s 
we met twice at Alison’s, at Peggy’s in Soulans, and at Christine’s.  

Always joyful, enjoying songs and Prayers, we help and support each 
other.  
Alison and Ian pick up Peggy and Jo, both not driving now.  Distances 
are difficult, but we are determined not to let this stop us meeting 
together.   
At Christine’s, in her mobile home park in Maché we were welcomed by 
spring daffodils and early blossom on the trees, giving hope and 
encouragement after this long wet winter !  
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Following the service at La Chapelle Palluau, we have a Bring and share 
hosted by Colin and Hester in their lovely home. The variety of dishes is 
always a pleasant surprise, and we have time for fellowship. It’s always 
good to be together. The photo goes someway to show the camaraderie 
and amitié. We are all looking forward to the better weather.  
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A le er from Marian Rackham  
Dear friends at ASV, or at least all those who remember me, as it is now 
some me since I returned to UK.  I am planning to visit France this 
summer, staying in Thiré from late June for possibly 5 weeks.  Two of 
those will be with family but the rest will be on my own and I would 
love to catch up with anybody who would like to visit me during this 

me.  I don't think I will have a car between visitors however so if you 
would like to catch up and are prepared to drive then please will you 
contact me and let me know?        

God bless you all,    

Marian             marian.rackham@outlook.com  

  
  
  
  
  
And finally,  

Many thanks to all who have contributed to the April 2024 issue of  
  

The Grapevine.   

   
Please consult the website for updates: www.allsaintsvendee.fr Next issue 
contribu ons, please, to me, Nigel Pearce, at njp78@hotmail.com before April 
15th 2024 !  

  

  
   


