




 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Sadly, we start this months report with details, for those of you who were not 
able to attend, of the funeral of our dear sister Sally Pearson, which took place 
on the 5th September at the Crematorium of Bressuire. It was a moving 
experience led by Hazel who was officiating. There is an entry in this Grapevine 
from Doug and James (her son) as a thanksgiving and celebration of her life 
which sadly ended too soon. 
 
The Church Council met on the 1st September. The next meeting is programmed 
for the 14th October, incase anyone has any issues they would like raised. The 

 as you enter the Church. If anyone has 
any problems re: filling out the form contained within the leaflet, including if 
you have difficulty storing this information with a named person, Trudy Coates 



is willing to keep a Private Papers Folder rather than use ASV correspondence, 
so that details can be kept securely. Please remember that it is suggested that 
next of kin s contact details should also include phone numbers and email 
addresses.  
 
Two matters just in time for this edition are that, firstly, the final Sunday 
summer service will be held at Vouvant the 20th September, hopefully 
attended and enjoyed by the usual (normally larger) congregation than can 
attend Puy de Serre. These services have been very successful, and our huge 
thanks go to Yves, our fantastic organist who makes the service so special, 
especially in the light of his broken arm ; so, sadly, we did not get to 
hearToccata and Fugue by Bach this season, oh what a shame!!  
The second is a reminder that Monday 21st September, marks United Nations 
International Day of Peace and the service of Prayers will be available on Zoom 
at  18h CET. If you are not able to find the link in time, please contact Chris 
Milton for details. 
Lastly, two important (or more important should I say!!) services are coming up, 
firstly on the 11th October which will be our Harvest Festival so please start 
saving your non perishable goods, and of course the 8th November which will be 
our Remembrance Service. 
 
Love and blessings to all, 
Maggie and Chris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
IN MEMORY OF SALLY PEARSON  a tribute by her son, JAMES. 
 
Doug writes : We were saddened to hear that Sally Pearson died on Tuesday 1st September.  David 
and their son James were with her at the end of her earthly life.  James wrote a marvellous tribute to 
his mum and he is happy to allow us to publish this in Grapevine. 
 

Thank you, everyone, for being beside us throughout this, and for sharing your tributes to Mum. Here 
is mine, which I shared with friends moments ago: 
 

My beautiful mum Sally died from brain cancer this afternoon. She was 73. 
 
Those of you who know me well will know how close I was to my mum. For many of you, she will have 

ever met anyone else quite like her. Infinitely positive and incredibly encouraging, she had a way of 
instilling quiet confidence in anyone she got to know. 
 
She was a real queen of adventure; born in India, raised in Kenya and England, died in France. Was 
somehow Miss Pepsi Cola Nairobi as a child in the 1950s. Danced with friends on the tabletops of 
Parisian gay bars and became deeply Christian in the 1970s. Met my dad at an Amnesty International 
cheese and wine party in the 1980s, had an argument about religion, then married him and had me. 
Helped refugees on the Thai-Burmese border in the 1990s. Sold everything and moved with my dad to 
France in the 2000s. 
 



Dream), rode horses, taught dance, taught English as a foreign language and taught chess to 
disadvantaged children in northeast England. She joined in my adventures in Korea and Vietnam. Her 
life was full of colour and fun; she embodied joie de vivre. She had many, many friends, and quietly 

you, tell you a funny s  
 
Before she died, I created a WhatsApp group into which I pulled as many people as I could by 
harvesting the contacts on her phone. It was full of actors and musicians. Artists and diplomats. 
Journalists and writers. Bishops and archbishops. Farmers and nurses. Anglophones and 

 
 
We were able to gather countless voice messages, videos, photos, anecdotes and memories from the 
eclectic smorgasbord of people she had brought into her world, and celebrate her life together. Why 
wait until the funeral? Her tumour may have robbed her of her ability to speak and to walk, but she 
still managed to jive from her hospital bed to Queen, ABBA, and the Rolling Stones. Together, we 
celebrated life. At least three times, the doctors told us she was comatose and it was the end. And at 
least three tim
with her fingers and her toes, or finding a way to play with Ellie, her four-year-old granddaughter. We 
filled her hospital room in the French countryside with music, fun, and laughter. We danced together, 
sang together, and cried together. 
 

 
 

and the other holding mine. 
 

displayed in the various hospital rooms in which she received treatment. A glioblastoma, the kind of 
brain cancer that killed her, is a guaranteed death sent

 
 
This has been such a painful time for our family. But we did discover that love, indeed, is stronger than 
death. 
 
Love you, Mum. Thank you for everything you did  not just for me, but for everyone whose life you 
enriched in brilliantly colourful ways . 
 
Sally Virginia Pearson (née Mantle) 
14 November 1952  1 September 2026 
Bangalore, India  Vendée, France 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



E l u c u b r ea t i o n s    





Maggie presents the donations collected at the Jazz evening hosted by Maggie & Geoff







 
 

 
 

 
 

2026                 

D M Venue Time Service President Worship Organist Inter-
cessor 

Readers (2) 
Leader 

27 Sept PdS 11h HC HD MK AM TL TC/JW 

          

4 Oct LCP 11h HC HD     

11 Oct* PdS 11h HC HD AC AM CM GK/KS 

18 Oct         

25 Oct PdS 11h HC TL JM AM JW CH/BC 

          

1 Nov LCP 11h HC TL     

8 Nov** PdS 11h HC HD CG AM DG CM/AH 

15 Nov         

22 Nov PdS 11h HC HD MK AM CG TC/AC 

          

          

          

          

          

          

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
   

 
  

      
      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      
      
      
      

      
      

      
      
      
      

      
      

      
      

      
      

      
 

 
 

 
 

      
     

      
      

          



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 




